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JOIN THE OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS TOURS FOR WORLD CUP 2008 





The RFL’s official travel specialists Traveleads and Rugby League personality, David Howes, are offering 
top class supporters tours, under the exclusive OZ08 brand: 


¥ 


¥ 





Visit www.traveleads.co.uk 


Only UK tour operators with an official World Cup 08 Travel Agents Licence 


This official World Cup 08 Partnership guarantees prime location match tickets throughout the 
five-round tournament 


Official RFL Partnership guarantees exclusive meet-the-players event with the England squad 


All hotels are situated in the centre of the tour bases of Brisbane, Sydney, Manly, Melboume 
and Townsville, plus optional visit to tropical Cairns 


Full hotel breakfast included in the package cost every day 
OZ08 Tour Ambassadors David Howes, Shaun McRae, Garry Schofield OBE and Mick Morgan 


Your money is fully protected by our ATOL licence and bond, and we offer free Australian visa, and 
optional travel insurance 


Choice of three, four and five week supporters tours 


The opportunity for fans to tailor-make the trip of a lifetime by adding on stopovers and sidetrips both 
within Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands and the Far East 


As with the OZ06 supporters tour for the Gillette Tri-Nations in Australia and New 
Zealand, OZ08 will feature meeting a host of Rugby League personalities, optional sightseeing 


excursions and Rugby League orientated events. For a flavour, visit www.howesetc.co.uk and 
click on to “Events” 


The confirmed Worid Cup itinerary for England is: 





Sat 25 Oct England v PNG Townsville 


England v Australia Melbourne 


Sat 08 Nov England v New Zealand Newcastle 


Sat 15 Nov Semi-Final 





Brisbane 
= Suni6 Nov Semi-Final Sydney 
Sat 22 Nov Final Brisbane 


For an OZ08 tour brochure: 


Tel. 0113-242-2202 E-mail OZ08@traveleads.net 


elcome 


n behalf of the Rugby League 

international Federation, |am 
delighted to welcome you to this exciting 
series of World Cup Qualifying Games. 


All the teams involved have the same ultimate 
aim of making it into the tournament proper 
which takes place in Australia in 2008 and so 
competition is set to be fierce and compelling. 


The diversity and variety of nations involved in these matches is a great 
illustration of Rugby League’s growth in both the northern and southern 
hemispheres and each nation brings its own unique character and approach 
to playing the game. 


These matches will benefit from live TV coverage on Sky Sports here in the 
UK and also elsewhere around the world so this is a tremendous opportunity 
for Rugby League to showcase itself internationally. 


| would like to wish all competing teams the very best of Juck for the 
forthcoming games and | hope that all spectators enjoy the entertainment 
as the League of nations do battle for ptaces in the 2008 Rugby League 
World Cup. 


RICHARD LEWIS 
DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN RUGBY LEAGUE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 


Match Officials 


FRIDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2007 

World Cup Qualifying Match - Lebanon v Ireland 

REF A Klein TJ P Marklove TJ] T Martin RR M Dawber RT] M Wilson VR B Thaler 
MCS Presley 


SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2007 

World Cup Qualifying Match - Scotland v Wales 

REF P Bentham 1] R Stokes T} P Marklove RR M Dawber RT] D Griffiths VRB 
Thaler MC D Campbell 


FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2007 

World Cup - 10th Spot Qualifying Finals -Euro Pool 1 runner up v Euro Pool 2 
runner up 

REF T Alibert (FRA) Tj] A Martin T} R Hicks RR G Hewer RT] P Marklove VRB 
Thaler MC f Ollerton 


USA v Samoa 
REF A Klein T] R Stokes T] M Wilson RR G Hewer RT) P Marklove VR B Thaler 
MC D Asquith 


WEDNESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2007 

World Cup Qualifying - 10th Spot Final - Teams TBC 

REF A Klein T] P Marklove T] S Wright RR 1 Smith RT] R Hicks VR B Thaler MC 
S Presley 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 


ANTI-RACISM POLICY 

The RFUs ‘Tackle it’ policy states it will 
not tolerate racism of any kind and will 
take specific action against spectators 
who engage in racist chanting, abuse 
or intimidation. Rugby League is a 
great family sport and, with this in 
mind, action will also be taken against 
spectators who use foul and abusive 
language. 


PLEASE KEEP OFF THE PITCH 

The RFL requests that spectators do 
not venture onto the pitch during or 
after the game. Such action is against 
ground safety regulations and the RFL 
reserves the right to take any action 
against any person infringing these 
regulations. 


% LOTTERY | SPORT 
FUNDED | \]9% ENGLAND 


“The RFL gratefully acknowledges the 
support of Sport England for many of 
the programmes currently being used 
to develop the sport's potential, both 
within the existing boundaries of its 
heartland and in wider areas. Sport 
England's ambition is to get two million 
people doing more sport by 2012. It 
does this by investing in, advising and 
developing community sport; and by 
working with organisations such as 

the RFL to encourage more people to 
take part in both formal and informal 
sport, For more information go to www. 
sportengland.org” 


WITH THANKS 

The RFL would like to thank the 
following people for contributing to 
this publication - John Huxley, Nick 
Boothroyd, Dave Williams (RLphotos), 
Swpix, Tom Hoyle 
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WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS. THE SQUADS 


EE 
LEBANON 


IRELAND 


SCOTT GRIX 
(Widnes Vikings) 
BOB BESWICK 
(Widnes Vikings) 
DAMIEN BLANCHE 
(Widnes Vikings) 
LEE DORAN 
(Widnes Vikings) 
STUART LITTLER 
(Salford City Reds} 
TONY STEWART 
(Leigh Centurions) 
DAVE BUCKLEY 
(York City Knights) 
EAMON O'CARROLL 
(Wigan Warriors) 
LIAM FINN 
(Dewsbury Rams} 
SEAN GLEESON 
(Wakefield Trinity Wildcats) 
GED CORCORAN 
(Sheftield Eagles) 
KEVIN O'RIORDAN 
(Treaty City Titans) 
MIKE BRODIE 
(Treaty City Titans) 
STEVE GIBBONS 
(Carlow Crusaders) 
WAYNE KERR 
(Carlow Crusaders) 
CLIVE GEE 
(Portlaiose Panthers) 
BRAIN RUSHE 
(Tullamore Knights) 
MICK CASSIDY 
(Widnes Vikings) 
PAUL PRESCOTT 
(Wigan Warriars) 








ADHAM EL-ZBAIDEH 
ANTHONY FARAH 
ROBIN HACHACHE 

{LAU Immortals RLFC) 
YOUSSEF HELOU 
GHASSAN DANDASH 
FRED KHOUSSIS 
(Belrase jim Beam) 
JOHN KOBORSI 
AL! KOUROUCHE 
RAY MOUJALLI 
GEORGE NDAIRA 
TOUFIC NICHOLAS 


CHARLIE NOHRA 


FRANK SAMIA 


ADNAN SALEH 


HASSAN SALEH 


ALLEN SOULTAN 


—_— a 
SCOTLAND 


(finat 20 to be selected from) 


JAMIE BENN 
(Featherstone Rovers) 
DANNY BROUGH 

(Castleford Tigers) 
DEAN COLTON 


(Featherstone Rovers) 


BEN FISHER 
(Hull Kingston Ravers) 


RICHARD FLETCHER 


(Whitehaven) 


RICHARD HAWKYARD 


(Swinton Lions) 


ANDREW HENDERSON 


(Castleford Tigers) 


KEVIN HENDERSON 
{Wakefield Trinity Wildcats) 


JACK HOWIESON 
(Sheffield Eagles) 


PAUL JACKSON 
(Huddersfield Giants) 


WADE LIDDELL 
(Easts Tigers) 


NEIL LOWE 
(York City Knights) 


DUNCAN MACGILLIVRAY 
(Wakefield Trinity Wildcats) 


DAVE MCCONNELL 


{Leigh Centurions) 
IAIN MARSH 
(Rochdale Hornets) 
SPENCER MILLER 
(whiteheaven) 
IAIN MORRISON 
(Hull KR) 
JAMES MORROW 
(Sheffield Eagles) 
MICK NANYN 
(Qldham) 

LEE PATTERSON 
(Toulouse) 
JON STEEL 
(Hull KR) 
ALEX SZOSTAK 
{Bradford Bulls) 


MIKE WAINWRIGHT 


(Leigh Centurions) 
OLIVER WILKES 
(Widnes Vikings) 
DENE MILLER 
(St Albans Centurions) 
ANDY TODD 
(Edinburgh Eagles) 


DAVID LYNN 
(Edinbucgh Eagles) 
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ANTHONY BLACKWOOD 


(Celtic Crusaders) 
ANDY BRACEK 
{Warringion Wolves) 
LEE BRIERS 
{Warrington Walves) 
PHIL CUSHION 
{Celtic Crusaders) 
GERAINT DAVIES 
(Celtic Crusaders) 
HYWEL DAVIES 
(Celtic Crusaders) 
GARETH DEAN 
(Celtic Crusaders) 
LUKE DYER 
{Celtic Crusaders) 
GRANT EPTON 
{Celtic Crusaders) 
DAMIEN GIBSON 
(Halifax) 
DAVE HALLEY 
(Bradford Bulls) 
IESTYN HARRIS 
(Bradford Bulls) 
PAUL HIGHTON 
(Salford City Reds) 
ADAM HUGHES 
(Qidham) 
JORDAN JAMES 
{Celtic Crusaders) 
MATT JAMES 
(Bradford Bulls) 
PHIL JOSEPH 
(Halifax) 
CRAIG KOPCZAK 
(Bradford Bulls) 
MARK LENNON 
(Celtic Crusaders) 
DAVID MILLS 
(Harlequins) 
CHRIS MORLEY 
(Swinton Lions) 
SEAN PENKYWICZ 
(Halifax) 
BRYN POWELL 
{Dewsbury Rams) 
GARETH PRICE 
(Widnes Vikings) 
ROBERT ROBERTS 
(Qidham) 
BYRON SMITH 
(Rochdale Hornets) 
AARON SUMMERS 
(Celtic Crusaders} 
IAN WATSON 
(Halifax) 

IAN WEBSTER 
(Celtic Crusaders) 


WALES 


(final 20 to be selected from) 





MARK O'HALLARAN 
(Penrith Panthers) 
DAVID MARANDO 
{Balmain Tigers) 
NATHAN DEBARTOLO 
(Sydney Bulls) 
MATTHEW PETERSEN 
{Gold Coast Titans) 
DAVID MYLES 
(Gold Coast Titans) 
MARK CANTONI 
{Easts Tigers) 
TYRONE COPPEDGE 
{Souths Logan) 
RYAN MCGOLDRICK 
(Castleford Tigers) 
ASHLEY LANFRANCHI 
(Souths Logan) 
SHANE MILLARD 
(Wigan Warriors) 
ERIC DORTONE 
{Aston Bulls, PA) 
LOUIS TULIO 
(Philadelphia Fight, PA) 
TURE! MARAKI 
{Aston Bulls, PA) 

EDWARD WOODBRIDGE 
{Aston Bulls, PA) 
BRYAN CONFER 
{Aston Bulls, PA) 
MARCUS VASSILAKOPOULOS 
{Aston Bulls, PA) 
GREG STELUTTI 
(Aston Bulls, PA) 
BENEDICT KELLY 
{Connecticutt Wildcats, CT) 
NICHOLAS ISBRANDTSEN 
{Connecticutt Wildcats, CT) 
CURTIS KUNZ 
(Connecticut Wildcats, CT) 
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SAMOA 


TANGI ROPATI 
(Wynum Manly) 
ANDREAS BAUER 


{Hull Kingston Rovers) 
GEORGE CARMONT 


(Newcastle) 
WILLIE TALAU 
(St Helens) 
SMITH SAMAU 
(Gold Coast Titans) 
NIGEL VAGANA 
{South Sydney) 
MOSADA IOSEFA 
{Penrith Panthers) 
HUTCH MAIAVA 
{Hull FC ) 
JOESEPH PAULO 
(Penrith Panthers) 
FRANK PULETUA 
(Penrith Panthers) 
TONY PULETUA 
(Penrith Panthers) 
ALI LAUITIIT! 
(Leeds Rhinos) 
CHRIS VAEFAGA 


(Canterbury Bankstown) 


KYLIE LEULEUAI 
(Leeds Rhinos) 
PHIL LEULEUA! 
{Salford City Reds) 
MANULUA LAF! 
(Samoa) 
TUAU AFA LESA 
(Samoa) 


CHRISTOPHER LE! SAM 


{Samoa) 


TAUALAG! LEPUPA 


(Samoa) 
PONIFASIO VASA 
(Samoa) 
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John Huxley picks out the men to watch in the World Cup qualifiers .... | 





IAFETA PALEAAESINA (SAMOA) 


When Samoa talk about bringing out the big guns to make 
progress in international Rugby League, they're not kidding 
because they've just recruited the giant Wigan Warriors prop 
fafeta Paleaaesina for their 2008 World Cup Finals bid. 


The 25-year-old forward, who was born in Auckland, New 
Zealand, who has aiready made three Test appearances for 
the Kiwis, was allowed to switcn his international allegiance to 
Samoa by the Rugby League International Federation earlier 
last month. 


He wanted to play for the nation that represented his family’s 
cultural heritage and it’s a massive boost for the Samoans as 
well as being a real worry for the defenders who'll be facing him 
in this qualifying series. 


lafeta has become one of the engage Super League’s biggest 
names - and that's in more senses than just the number of 
letters in his name! 


‘His shrewd football 
brain makes hima 
great distributor of 
the ball’ 


He joined Wigan on a three-year contract from New Zealand 
Warriors in 2005 and he has become the very essence of 
what an ‘impact player really means. His 1.87 metre (6ft in) 
frame is packed with 118kg (18stn 7ibs) of weight and when 
he’s introduced to the fray by Wigan, he certainly makes an 
impression. 





In modern Rugby League parlance he’s a real ‘go-forward’ player. | 
lafeta certainly knows where to find the try line and is quite 
happy to take two and three defenders along with him as he 

hits the defensive lines. He not only puts defenders on the back 
foot but creates gaps for his team mates to exploit. 


Feka - that's his nickname - has been playing Rugby League 
since he was nine years old and he joined the NZ Warriors after 
establishing his credibility playing for Papatoetoe Panthers, 
Otahuhu Leopards and Hibiscus Coast Raiders in the Auckland 
district. 


At the same time that Feka had his application to play for Samoa 
approved by the RLIF, potent try-scorer Nigel Vagana and 
long-striding second row forward Tony Puteta switched from 
playing for the Kiwis to Samoa. That makes the Samoans real 
contenders for the tenth qualifying place at next year’s Finals in 
Australia and ensures that Rugby League fans can see the best 
of Pacific island action. 











DANNY BROUGH (SCOTLAND) 


Itis generally acknowledged that during 
2007 one of the best players operating 
outside the engage Super League has been 
Castleford Tigers’ scrum half Danny Brough. 


The 24-year-old scrum half with a liking 

for flamboyant hairstyles has been the 
inspiration behind the Tigers topping out 
the co-operative National League One table 
and reaching the Grand Final. 


He has proved to be a late developer in 
professional Rugby League terms. Having 
started his career with Wakefield Trinity 
Wildcats, he moved on to play for Dewsbury 
Rams and then York City Knights before 
Hull FC recognised his potential and took 
him into the engage Super League with 
them at the KC Stadium. 


Danny played a starring rote in their 2005 
Challenge Cup Final win over Leeds Rhinos 
at Cardiff's Millennium Stadium and many 
people were surprised when Hull released 
him to Castleford in early 2006. 


When the Tigers were relegated to at 

the end of the 2006 season Danny was 
persuaded to stay at The Jungle to help 
them battle for a Grand Final spot. In the 
second half of 2007 he hit form in a big 
way and after that the Tigers never looked 
back on their road to Headingley Carnegie 
Stadium. 


His shrewd football brain makes him a great 
distributor of the ball; his pace allows him 
to be very effective in attack and he is a 
top class goal kicker. 


And, ironically, Danny is on the move again 
in 2008 because he's going back to the 
club who let him go in the first place, the 
Wildcats, to renew the partnership that 
worked so well at Hull FC with Wakefield 
head coach John Kear. 


If Danny's true to form and his hairdresser 
is on his game there’s no danger of missing 
him in any of Scotland's games! 
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Unlocking tight 
international 
defensive 
systems needs 
players who 
can produce 
something 
special 





IESTYN HARRIS (WALES) 


lestyn Harris has always been a proud Welshman, even 
though he was born in the Pennine town of Oldham. And, 
even though his Great Britain career is officially over, he's still 
willing to put his body on the line for the Dragons, League's 
welsh national side. 


lestyn’s grandfather set the pattern by coming north from 
South Wales to play League and, although lestyn was 
qualified to play League for England and recelved plenty 
of blandishments to play for England at rugby union, he 
remained true to his family’s Welsh heritage. 


During a four-year stay in Welsh rugby union lestyn played 24 
times for Wales, including a successful World Cup campaign 

in 2003, and so far in his League career he has donned the 
Welsh jersey 17 times scoring 145 points for the boyos! 


Last year lestyn’s hopes of playing for Wales against Scotland 
were ruled out at the last minute by injury, but he's still 
determined to extend his domestic international career with 
the Dragons. 


There's no doubt that being able to field a player of lestyn’s 
pedigree is a major asset for Welsh coach Martin Hall. Not only 


_ does lestyn offer great vision and football skills, he’s a proven 


front line goal kicker and that talent can often be decisive in 
tight, competitive encounters. 


Additionally lestyn has the ability to fill a number of positions. 
During his time at Headingley playing for Leeds he became 

an accomplished full-back. He’s been Bradford Bulls’ regular 
Stand off since he returned to Rugby League in 2004 and 
during various spells in his career he has proved his ability at 
centre. 


| While lestyn might not have some of the pace that he was 
_ able to call upon in the earlier part of his career; he more than 
’ makes up for that with his experience and passing ability. 


Unlocking tight international defensive systems needs 

_ players who can produce something special; the unexpected 

| pass, a surge of pace into a gap or a delicately placed chip- 

| over kick. lestyn has those talents in abundance and they will 
_ be necessary if Wales are to make it through the World Cup 


Finals in Australia. 


While lestyn’s personal rugby skills are beyond dispute he 


| also takes another essential quality to the party for the 
| Dragons, leadership. 


Nobody who has had the pleasure of watching lestyn play at 
Warrington, Leeds or Bradford can have missed the fact that 
he is always at the front when it comes to encouraging his 
team-mates. 


Just watch him behind the posts if his team has conceded a 
try. He's always got something to say to the group of players. 
And when the going's getting tough in midfield he has an 


SE OIG word; a tap on the shoulder or a call for more 
ettort. 


These are crucial assets on the international field, He showed 
rugby union what he could during their 2003 Warld Cup when 
Wales came within an ace of beating eventual winners in 
Australia and wouldn't it be fitting if he could return Down 
Under with Wales, but this time in Rugby League's World Cup. 


what better 
incentive can we 


| __ 2 
SCOTT GRIX (IRELAND) 


Widnes's Scott Grix is jooking to Ireland's 
forthcoming World Cup challenge to 

help him over his co-operative National 
League Grand Final Blues. 


He was in the Vikings team beaten 42- 
10 by Castleford Tigers at Headingley 
Carnegie Stadium last Sunday. 


And what better tonic could there be 
than helping Ireland earn a place in next 
year's World Cup Finals in Australia by 
heating Russia at Carlow, Ireland on 
Saturday, October 20 and Lebanon at 
Dewsbury on Saturday, November 2? 


‘I was really disappointed that we lost 
the Grand Final and missed out on 
Promotion to the engage Super League. 
But having playing in these World Cup 
qualifiers for Ireland is idea! for keeping 
my mind off that disappointment. 


“Instead of moping around at home now 
I'm able to train with the Irish squad and 


| have something exciting coming into 
my life.” 


The 23-year-old Halifax-born full-back 
or halfback added: “Playing international 
Rugby League is massive by itself but 
these World Cup matches are going to be 
a huge challenge for Ireland because we 


will have to win both games to make it 
to Australia, 


“But, what better incentive can we have 
than making the trip Down Under to play 
in a World Cup. 


“| watched the last World Cup on 
television and I'm really hoping that | can 
help Ireland through this time so that we 
too can have the experience of taking 
part in a major international tournament 
in Australia. 


“World Cups are not like Test matches 

or ordinary international games; they 
just don’t come along all that often in 
Rugby League and | want us to grab that 
opportunity. 


“It's really exiting for everybody involved 
and everybody in the Irish squad Is 
concentrating on what they have to do’. 


Scott's own future is in the melting 

pot after Widnes decided to seek 
financial safety this week by going into 
administration. 


“I'm not sure what I'll be doing next year,” 


he said. “But while that's being sorted 
out at the Vikings | can concentrate an 
these World Cup matches.” 


Scott has a proud Irish heritage. His mum 
comes from an Irish family of eleven and 
some of her siblings were born in the 
Emerald Isle, while others were born In 


Britain. 





“I'm proud to represent the family by 
playing for Ireland. | had one game in 
the Green last year and to be selected 
for them in the World Cup is something 
really special”. 


Scott has trained twice with the Irish 
squad this week and was preparing to 
fly out with the Anglo-based members 
of the Irish squad for their final training 
sessions at their base in Carlow. 


“It'll be hard work,” says Scott, “but 

| expect that'll be some great ‘craic’ 
around the camp because there's a great 
team spirit in the frish squad. 


And Scott's not likely to be lonely 
because Irish coach Andy Kelly also 
called up Damien Blanch, Bob Beswick, 
Lee Doran and Gavin Dodd from Widnes 
Vikings for the squad. 


The Irish have a 50-72 first-leg victory 
in Moscow already under their belts 
which will encourage them against the 
Russians, who are expected to present a 
Strong physical challenge. 


And if they beat Russia for a second 

time then they'll go forward to what is 
expected to be the group decider against 
Lebanon. 








“Having the opportunity 1X8) 
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CHRIS SALEM (LEBANON) 


Lebanese utility player Chris Salem must rank as one of the 
most under-rated players in the Sydney-based jim Beam 
Cup competition as he continues to produce some majestic 
performances week in-week out. 


The Lebanese international is proud of his heritage and has 
been part of the Cedars since playing for them against Italy 
and Japan in 1998. 


“That was a weird experience going to Japan. We had a new 
hotel every day and | can tell you that | will not be rushing 
back there in a hurry,” said Salem. 


“Don't get me wrong, it’s a nice place but they have a 
culture that is very different to what | know.” 


Salem has been part of the Sydney Bulls since they were 
formed in 2000. In fact, he was one of the club's first 
signings, going on to play an important part. 


“He is a great asset to the club, a champion bloke, a regular 
tryscorer who has never let the club down," said Sydney 
Bulls boss Dave Francis. 


It was Francis that signed him up while Salem was 
representing Lebanon in the 1999 World Cup qualifiers 
which saw the latter win the tournament. 


“| was so proud to play for Lebanon. There was so much 
passion and we knew that we weren't going to lose against 
Italy,” said Salem. 


The win over the Italians saw Lebanon travel to the United 
States with the winner to take part in the 2000 World Cup. 


Satem was part of the side that thrashed the Americans 
62-8 in Orlando. 


While playing for Lebanon, he was snapped up by French 
club St Gaudens and remained with the club for the rest of 
the season. But it nearly didn’t happen. 


“In my first match ! had a shocker and the club told me that 
if | played bad again, | would be on the first plane home. 
Luckily, 1 was able to play some good games,” said Salem. 


“France was a great experience. When | started playing 
well, they respected me. They really relied on you to do 
well because we were from Australia.” 


After playing for the Bulls in the 2000 Metropolitan Cup, 
Salem returned to Europe at the end of the year to play in 
the World Cup. 


“jt was an incredible trip. !t rained every day but it was still 
memorable. One day you are playing Metro Cup and the 
next you are tackling the New Zealand Kiwis,” said Salem. 


The 25-year-old also represented Lebanon in the 2002 
and 2003 Mediterranean Cup in Beirut as well as the World 
Sevens in 2003 and 2004. 


“Having the opportunity to go to Lebanon for the first time 
in my life (in 2002) was really touching. | found out where 
my father grew up and it was good to See all the culture,” 
said Salem, who could well be playing for Germany as his 
mother is German. 


Salem represented Lebanon in last years’ World Cup 
qualifiers, scoring a try in the 18-all draw against Ireland in 
Dublin. 


It certainly was a long way from the days of playing for 
Five Dock in the Under 7s. After three years with the club, 
Salem switched to the Leichhardt Wanderers and remained 
with the club until 1995. 


After playing SG Ball for Balmain, Salem advanced to the 
Jersey Flegg and eventually the First Division. 


Salem, who played as a front-rower, had to look for other 
options after Balmain merged with Western Suburbs. 


Season 2007 was his eighth season with the Sydney Bulls 
and Salem has no plans to leave. 


“t haven't been at another club because | am happy where | 
am. It's like family. The club has no huge sponsor or leagues 
clubs behind them and rely on each other,” said Salem. 


“Everybody enjoys playing for the club. We enjoy going to 
training and to the games. It’s a happy club and blokes like 
Dave Francis and Ray Dib have done so much for me, the 
players and the club.” 


The blackbusting centre, who has been a prolific tryscorer 
for the Sydney Bulls, finished as leading tryscorer in the 
jim Beam Cup last season and helped the Bulls win the 
Grand Final in 2006 and was a key figure in the Bulls’ 2007 


Campaign that saw them go down to The Entrance in the 
Grand Final. 
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MARCUS VASSILAKOPOULOS (USA) 


If you were to listen to the United States Rugby League 
team during training and thought that there was 
something vaguely familiar about some of their match 
calls, you would be quite right! 


You would undoubtedly be picking up on the remaining 
elements of a Hull accent from former Leeds, Sheffield 
Eagles and Hunslet utility player Marcus Vassilakopoulos, 
who is now a key player with the US Eagles. 


The 31-year-old Hull-born utility forward now lives with 
his family in the smali town of Aston, Pennsylvania where 


he works as a counsellor at a youth correctional institution. 


He's been living and working in the US for the last five 
years. He helped Hunslet win the old Northern Ford 
Premiership in 1999 then shipped out to spend two years 


A Australia and from there followed his own “American 
ream", 


“My job is to help put kids back on the right road,” he said, 
and, until we underwent a re-organisation last year, we 
Nad our own Rugby League team!” 


Marcus has been a US international for the last seven 
years. He qualifies because one of his grandfathers was an 


| 










American. This World Cup adventure brings him back to his 
former stamping ground in the UK. 


“My wife and | brought our young daughter to the UK fora 
vacation last year,” he said. “And I'm really fooking forward 
to playing in England again”. 


Their World Cup Tenth Place qualification against Samoa 
at the Halton Stadium is crucial to not only the American 
team’s ambitions to reach the Finals but because Marcus 
acknowledges that his playing career is coming to an end. 


“| won't be playing for much longer. Now that! have family 
commitments my wife and daughter need my support so 
the end is in sight for me”, he Said although his eyes are 
still firmly fixed on making the Tenth Ptace Qualification 
Final at Wakefield for the moment. 


The prospect of the US making it through to the World Cup 
Finals in Australia next year is a massive incentive for the 
Americans and Marcus believes that if they can pull that 
feat off then Rugby League will be the big winner. 


“If the States make it through to the Finals in Australia it 
will be massive for the game in Australia,” he said. 


“But almost aS important it will Show the rest of the world 
that Rugby League is truly a global game and that would 
be a huge boost for the whole sport.” 
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Y ENJOYED THIS YEAR'S FINAL? 
'? DON'T MISS NEXT YEAR’S! 
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; TIGKET PRIGES: 
£76, £61, £51, £47, £31, £26 & £21 


CALL 0871 226 1313 


www.rugbyleaguetickets.co.uk 


Disabled tickets available by phone 
(0871 226 1313) or email ticketing@rfl.uk.com 
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Monday to Friday (9am-5pm) and applies to 
_ £61, £51, £41, £31,'£26 tickets. Limited 

availability, Termsi& Conditions apply. ' 
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